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M embers of the Resear ch Forum ‘ ABSTRACT : Growing awareness of health and environmental issues associated with the
{ES_SQC} atedf @uthoar;: . intensive use of chemical inputs hasled to interest in alternate forms of agriculturein the world.
Sh'evr'_i",(”a‘;hmﬁgﬁmvggt'ye’;ie’ Organic agriculture is one among the broad spectrum production methods that are supportive
Agricultural Sciences and of the environment. At present 35million hectares of agricultural land are managed organically

Technology of Kashmir, Shalimar,

SRINAGAR () & K) INDIA by almost 1.4 million producers all over theworld. InIndia, total areaunder organic management

is4.48 million hectare, out of this, cultivated areais 1.08 million hectare and remaining 3.4 million
hectareiswild forest harvest collection area. The various components of organic farming are:
Organic materials such as FY M, composts, green manures etc. for enrichment of soil fertility,
biofertilizers for economizing nitrogen and phosphorus fertilizers, biopesticides, bioagentsfor
controlling diseases, pests etc, high yielding varieties and hybrids resistant to biotic and
abiotic conditions, crop rotation, intercropping, mulching etc. Organic farming reduces the
need of purchased inputs, prevents environmental degradation, improvessoil physical, chemical
and biological properties, helpsto sustain production and better yields, properly utilizesorganic
wastes, avoids pesticide residues in food and results in better quality product . Use of FYM,
biofertilizers and vermicompost has resulted in maximum fruit yield in vegetabl eslike tomato,
brinjal and better nutritional qualitieslikeincreased ascorbic acid content in okra (Thakur etal.,
2010 and Reddy, 2008). Use of biopesticides like spinosad helps in controlling diamond back
moth in cabbage, biocontrol agents like trichogramma spp. reduces infestation of helicoverpa
armigerain tomato, while use of mulches help in reducing weed infestation, disease incidence
and improveoverall yield of vegetable crops. In India, organic farming, in spite of the reduction
in crop productivity by 9.2 per cent, provided higher net profit to farmers by 22.0 per cent
compared to conventional farming. This was mainly due to the availability of premium price
(20-40%) for the certified organic produce and reduction in the cost of cultivation by 11.7 per

cent.
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